
Sebastian Klein – Coliban Ward 
 
What does the candidate consider important about native vegetation in the 
Hepburn Shire? 
 
The Wombat Forest and its associated Ecological Vegetation Classes represents 
a unique ecosystem and community of flora and fauna.  
 
Its importance is further enhanced by its geographical area, and its central 
location in Victoria. These aspects mean that these remnant ecosystems 
represent an opportunity to work with what is still there to create a  network of 
connected ecosystems which self-supports and enhances the remaining 
ecological values, but also links with surrounding areas of high biodiversity value. 
 
 
Is the candidate aware of the legal obligations of the Shire regarding the 
protection of native vegetation and biodiversity? 
 
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Act (1999) is the chief legislative 
vehicle compelling Local Government to protect biodiversity. The particular areas 
relevant to Hepburn Shire are around migratory species protected under 
international agreement, and listed threatened species and ecological 
communities. 
 
Apart from articulating the moral/ ethical responsibility for all legal entities to 
protect and preserve biodiversity, the Act outlines a series of very serious civil 
and criminal penalties regarding failure to comply with the Act. Civil proceedings 
in the courts are also a potential outcome from non-compliance, or contravention 
of the Act. 
 
At a state level, the Flora and Fauna Guaruntee Act (1998?) is also at play. 
Unfortunately, this is also across purposes with a range of other State-based 
legislative vehicles. This can be obscure and confusing for council staff, 
Councillors and residents alike. Even where cases are clear - prosecution can be 
difficult due to limited local government resources and property owners and 
businesses often factor these costs (eg. legal fees, penalties) into "the-costs-of-
doing-business". 
 
What is the candidate’s position on whether the Shire should employ a 
Natural Resource (Biodiversity) Officer? As it stands natural resource 
management is handled by a number of staff in the planning department. 
 
I am repeatedly on the record regarding as supporting both a full-time biodiversity 
officer as well as a full-time sustainability officer. If we can't limit climate change 



and many other sustainability-related impacts, it may well render efforts around 
biodiversity useless. 
 
 
What is the candidate’s position on the development of a ‘Biodiversity 
Strategy’ for the Hepburn Shire? 
 
We should complete the standing draft strategy that was begun with funding from 
the Victorian Adaptation and Sustainability Partnership Funding we received 
some years ago. This should inform the Planning Scheme, and should 
accompany a wide-ranging publicity campaign about what is and isn't appropriate 
in Hepburn Shire. 
 
 
What does the candidate consider the Hepburn Shire should do to promote 
native vegetation protection and encourage ratepayers to plant local native 
vegetation? 
 
Hepburn Shire should: 
- provide a certain number of trees/tube stock to every new property owner or 
successful permit applicant 
- work with the community to map and enhance biodiversity hotspots and existing 
or potential biolinks  
- should plan and execute a range of carbon-sink and farm-forestry plantations 
on farm land that complements and enhances existing biodiversity hotspots and 
biolinks 
- allocate more of the budget to compliance, prosecution and public relations 
around illegal clearing/activity 
- advocate and lobby regarding better legislation, and State Government 
provisions around illegal clearing - this could be offset under Kyoto, the ERF and 
any legislation that we might hope for following the Paris Agreement by 
"emissions offset by avoided deforestation" or by offsets planed as part of 
compliance 
- build, plan and encourage walking, cycling and other recreation infrastructure 
and activities that allow people to interact and fall in love with the natural world. 
 
My statement: 
Obviously not everyone in the community "gets" biodiversity. We have an 
enormous responsibility, obligation and opportunity to work with new residents, 
visitors and others to help do our bit to make biodiversity the concern of 
everyone... it will take strategic commitment, more resources and a genuine 
whole-of-council commitment, but with the right Councillors, we can set the 
direction and summon the required momentum! 
 



Thanks for the opportunity 
Sebastian Klein 
Let's keep Coliban and Hepburn Shire on Track 
	  


